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T 
he National Institute got off to a great start on Wednesday evening with CJ Fleenor and 

Jane Pluimer serving as the delegates for Indiana.  CJ was also given the opportunity to 

speak with the delegates about why he was running for the 2010 NYFEA President 

Elect. 

On Thursday, we had the morning and afternoon free to do as we pleased.  During the evening 

hours, several of the attendees went to the Biloxi, MS for a buffet dinner, some time at the casino, 

and the chance to see òItõs A Wonderful Lifeó being played at the Biloxi Little Theater.  At the same 

time, the rest of the attendees went to either Bellingrath Gardens for a tour of the Christmas lights 

and dinner or a dinner at The Blue Gill Restaurant in Mobile. 

Friday was a day filled with tours as well as various sessions for the participants in the YALE contest 

and the Ag Communications contest, during which we had 7 participants.  The tour started at the 

Alabama State Docks where we had the chance to see where steel and other products are shipped in 

and unloaded from cargo ships.  Unfortunately, we were only allowed to view these operations from 

the bus, due to tighter security.  We then visited a church in Alabama that is privately owned and 

replicates the Greek Orthodox churches.  Following the morning tours, we had lunch at the Missis-

sippi Gulf Coast Research Center, where they do research on a variety of crops, such as corn, soy-

beans, cotton, peanuts, etc.  Following lunch, we were given a tour of the facility where they grow 

satsumas.  This is a sweet fruit that is a cross between an orange and a tangerine that must be har-

vested by hand or the skin will pull completely away from the fruit.  We also had a chance to watch 

how they sort the satsumas as well as to purchase some of the delicious fruit.  Following the re-

search center, the YALE and Ag Communication participants headed back to the hotel for a con-

tinuation of their sessions while the rest of the group went to a peanut farm in Alabama.  During 

this stop, we were given the chance to see firsthand how peanuts are grown and harvested.  The 

final stop of the tour was at Goodrich Aerostructures, where they manufacture various structural 

parts for a variety of planes.  After a full day of tours, we met back up with YALE and Ag Commu-

nication participants for a wonderful meal at a local restaurant.   

The final day of the Institute was a full day as well.  The Ag Decision Makers College was an educa-

tional experience for all as the various issues that Alabama deals with in the agriculture industry were 

discussed.  IYFA excelled again during this session, with Jen Kindig being recognized as the winner 

of the Star Leader award.  Jen also earned the most EAA degrees in the NYFEA.  During the Salute 

to Alabama Agriculture lunch, our very own CJ Fleenor was sworn in as the 2009 NYFEA President 

Elect.  Congratulations CJ!!  After all of these exciting developments, we had some free time to 

spend as we pleased.  A few of us had chosen to attend the USS Alabama tour.  This was an amazing 

experience to see a US Battleship up close.  Just when we thought we couldnõt handle any more ex-

citement, Purdue Young Farmer Amber Miller was recognized as an alternate for the Ag Communi-

cations Contest.  To top it all off, we had the chance to see the òAlways Patsy Clineó musical. 

Unfortunately, the evening had to come to an end.  We used this chance to wish our newfound 

friends safe travels and a happy holiday season.  I certainly hope that all of you get the chance to 

attend a National Institute in the future.  It is an unbelievable experience.  
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Got Ideas?  

We are all ears! 

Contact an Exec 

Member and 

share it! 

T 
he 2009 National Young Farmer Educational Associa-

tionõs Institute was one that will be remembered by all.  

Indiana was once again well represented at the meeting, 

which was held December 10-12 in Mobile, Alabama.  

As a state, we excelled in several competitions.  We also enjoyed 

great food, good times and some amazing tours around Southern 

Alabama. 

On a personal note, I am honored to announce that I have been 

elected as the NYFEA President-Elect for the coming year.  This 

goal is one that I first stated in July, when I announced my candi-

dacy.  I am excited about the forthcoming years of my tenure.  I 

believe that we, as young farmer members, are sitting in the driv-

ersõ seat of what is looking to be an amazing ride!  Continued 

membership recruitment, paralleled with enhanced educational 

offerings and new contests are just a few of the exciting features to 

look forward to from the National Young Farmersõ Educational 

Association. 

One goal that I have for my coming term revolves around mem-

bership recruitment and retention.  Indiana has been extremely 

successful with our recruitment endeavors for college students and 

other younger members.  I hope to bring our state successes for-

ward to the National Association, so as to not only entice addi-

tional membership, but to also retain their involvement and fur-

ther enhance the knowledge base of our organization.  Another 

goal for the coming term is to continue the enhancement and redi-

rection of our contest offerings at the National Level. 

I would like to take a moment to thank each of you from the Indi-

ana Young Farmersõ Association for being such an amazing family.  

You all have contributed to my success along the past few years.  I 

hope that each of you had amazing holiday seasons and I wish you 

all the best as we head into 2010.  I look forward to seeing you at 

our State Convention on February 19-21.  Take care and best of 

luckéitõs going to be a great ride and a fantastic year! 
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The Pink Tractor 

W 
hen many people think of a 1949 Super M  

McCormick Farmall, they think of a red antique 

tractor.  Most would not picture a pink 1949 Super 

M. For this reason, Wilbur Lee and Ann  

Hoevenerõs 1949 Super M is turning heads and making people take 

notice.  

Wilbur Lee and Ann, from Crothersville, have been members of the 

Brownstown Ambitious Young Farmers for 32 years.  They decided 

to paint their 1949 Super M McCormick Farmall pink to bring 

awareness to the deadly disease of cancer.  

The tractor is dedicated in loving memory of their daughter, Lisa, 

who lost her battle with liver cancer in 1997.  Although each cancer 

has its own color, liver cancer is yellow.  

The Hoevenerõs decided to paint the 

Super M pink because it is more recog-

nizable as a color that represents cancer.  

This year the tractor was on display at the 

Jackson County Fair in July.  The com-

munity gave much good feedback about 

the tractor.  They had a book setting next 

to the tractor and asked people to give 

their thoughts on the Pink Tractor.  Sev-

eral people really opened up their hearts 

to the Hoeveners.  The book is very 

moving and cannot be read without tears.  Several of Lisaõs friends 

wrote in the book and their entries are some of the hardest to get 

through with dry eyes.  Lisa was a very loved young woman who 

was taken too soon.  

Wilbur Lee and Ann attended several parades this fall and they even 

have a Pink Tractor Crew who passed out candy.  

The main message they want to get out to the public is early  

detection is key in the battle against all types of cancer. 

Presidentõs Corner 
Jane Pluimer, State President 

Snow Time 

W 
elcome to North Central Indiana!  I donõt know 

about all of you, but I do enjoy the changing sea-

sons we have here in Indiana.  Despite the cold, I 

wouldnõt change it for anything.  I hope that eve-

ryone enjoyed their Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  I know 

that I have treasured the time I have had to spend with my hus-

band and kids, especially watching them build a 6õ4ó snowman.  

Now we have earned the right to settle in a little bit and relax.  I 

know that December was a hectic time for my family as my hus-

band and I had the opportunity to attend the NYFEA 2009 Insti-

tute in Mobile, Alabama.  This was an unbelievable chance to meet 

NYFEA members from across the country as well as to see the 

agricultural accomplishments of Alabama. 

As my time as IYFA President comes to an end, I hope that all of 

you have turned in your award applications and are planning to 

attend the IYFA State Convention this coming February.  I hear 

that it will be a good time for all to get away as well as to showcase 

the outstanding programs we have here in Indiana.  I would like to 

take this time to thank all of you for the awesome opportunities you 

have given me while serving as your IYFA President.  I would en-

courage you to become more active in your local chapter as well as 

at the state level.  We have 

been through quite a few 

changes this year as an organi-

zation, but have survived.  

This speaks very highly of our 

organization and its members.  

I hope that we can continue 

to grow this organization to-

gether and educate even more 

people about agriculture. 

Thank you for allowing me to 

serve as your IYFA President 

this year and God Bless!! 


